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GEOGRAPHICAL REVIEWS 

The Racial Problem in World-Politics 

LoTHROP Stoddard. The Rising Tide of Color Against White World-Supremacy. 

With an Introduction by Madison Grant, xxxii and 320 pp.; maps, index. Charles 
Scribner's Sons, New York, 1920. $3.00. 8^ x 5^ inches. 

Few phenomena are more interesting than the waves which mark the progress of civiliza- 
tion. During recent centuries one of the greatest waves has been that of self-government 
which perhaps reached its height in the World War. Another was the wave of universal 
education which is still supposed by many to be the panacea. A third is the wave of mechan- 
ical invention, transportation, and the physical mastery of nature. These three waves have 
put the world in a state of biological and social chaos whose importance is only gradually 
being realized. In the attempt to bring order from this chaos there have arisen two other 
waves which bid fair to be dominant factors in the next century. One is the insistent call 
for sound health as the basis for meeting the conditions arising from emigration, manu- 
facturing, city life, and all the other new environmental features. This wave is discussed 
in Professor Binder's "Health and Social Progress," reviewed elsewhere in this issue. The 
second wave is that of eugenics. It has reached the stage where the work of the pioneers 
like Galton is succeeded by books like Grant's "The Passing of the Great Race," and 
Humphreys' "Mankind." 

To these popular attempts to arouse the world to a sense of impending danger Lothrop 
Stoddard has recently added another. The gist of Mr. Stoddard's book is that modern 
transportation has brought the various races of the world into much closer contact than ever 
before. Hence old political and racial rivalries are intensified, and new ones arise. Only 
when transportation has had time to do its complete work will the world settle down into 
a state of relative stability. What race will then dominate the world no man can say, but 
the white race will no longer be dominant unless it looks well to its laurels. 

That the world is passing through a great crisis and that the composition of races is one 
of the most vital factors in determining future events can scarcely be doubted. Whether 
the crisis really takes so alarming a form as is supposed by Mr. Stoddard remains to be 
seen. After an introduction in which Mr. Grant restates some of the conclusions of "The 
Passing of the Great Race," Mr. Stoddard divides his book into three parts: (i) The Rising 
Tide of Color; {2) The Ebbing Tide of White; (3) The Deluge on the Dikes. In the first he 
discusses the colored races. He shows how the yellow man, the brown man, and even 
the black man and the red man have been gradually aroused to a certain degree of self- 
consciousness by contact with the white man and especially by sharing in the World War 
and by the knowledge thus gained of the white man's weaknesses and losses. Numerous 
quotations show that the Hindus, the Chinese, and especially the Japanese are restive under 
the white man's arrogant assumption that the world belongs to him. The quotations are 
highly interesting, and Mr. Stoddard is to be congratulated on his ability in finding and 
using them. Nevertheless, he perhaps takes the newspaper fulminations of a few agitators 
more seriously than they deserve to be taken. If he had lived or traveled extensively among 
the colored races he might feel more strongly the difference between the small group of 
agitators who go so far as to talk of a "Pan-Colored" alliance against the white man, and 
the enormous body of the common people who show little if any sign of being roused from 
their age-long apathy. Only in Japan is there any serious departure from this condition, but 
Japan was the most progressive of the so-called "colored" countries long before it came into 
contact with the white man, and its spirit is more like that of Europe and America than 
that of Asia. 

In the second part of his book Mr. Stoddard summarizes the achievements of the white 
race, its marvelous expansion in numbers from perhaps 70,000,000 in 1500 A.D. to 
550,000,000 in 1900 and the remarkable expansion of its power over almost the entire earth. 
Against this he places the losses of the World War and the evidences that the white man's 
disregard of eugenic precepts is gradually weakening his power, 
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Finally in "The Deluge on the Dikes" the author speaks of the outer dikes as the regions 
where white men exercise political control but there is no settled white population. He 
points out the strength of the agitation against white control in Asia and says in conclusion : 
"That this profound Asiatic renaissance will eventually result in the substantial elimination 
of white political control from Anatolia to the Philippines is as natural as it is inevitable." 
This conclusion he bases on the idea "that men worthy of independence will sooner or later 
get independence." Therefore, since the yellow men and the brown men by their past 
achievements have shown themselves worthy of independence, the best thing the white 
man can do is to move out of Asia with as good grace and with as little conflict as possible. 
But he must not let the brown Arabs overrun Africa and the yellow Chinese overrun Latin 
America. That would bring the colored peril close to the inner dikes — the places where the 
white man actually lives. 

The "colored" peril has three parts: the peril of arms, the peril of markets, and the peril 
of migration. Mr. Stoddard recognizes that the peril of arms is slight except under certain 
almost impossible contingencies. The peril of markets seems to him more important, for he 
holds that the yellow people have the capacity for manufacturing as well as the white people. 
This may be true in Japan though it is doubtful in the rest of Asia. The question is not 
only whether the yellow men have the innate capacity, but whether the climate and other 
environmental features under which they live permit the constant energy and mental 
alertness which seem to be indispensable for the higher types of manufacturing. As to the 
peril of migration the case seems clearer. Mr. Stoddard may not be right in saying that all 
the white man's "marvelous achievements are due solely to heredity," for the fact that aside 
from Japan the white man occupies all the regions where the physical environment is highly 
favorable may have a great deal to do with the matter. Nevertheless, the greatest danger 
which today confronts the white race in general and the United States in particular is 
probably the dilution of a fine, capable racial inheritance with stocks of less capacity, both 
white and colored. In the clear and forceful manner that is characteristic of his entire book 
the author points out that "the East can underUve the West" and thereby drive out the 
westerners wherever the two attempt to compete on equal terms. This is true not only of 
Asiatics but of eastern and southern Europeans. Whenever such people mingle with those 
of higher heredity, they do not lift the superior type to a higher social level, as is often sup- 
posed, but actually drive it out, or rather prevent it from being bom, as is rapidly happening 
in New England. This is not because the lower type is biologically the "best" but because it 
is willing to increase and multiply regardless of its own standard of living and that of its 
children. The higher types, on the contrary, refuse to lower their standards by rapid multi- 
plication and therefore die out. The forceful way in which this great truth is brought out 
makes Mr. Stoddard's book deserve not only careful reading but careful thought in order 
that its conclusions may be acted upon. 

Ellsworth Huntington 

Modern Italian Emigration 

R. F. FoERSTER. The Italian Emigration of Our Times, xv and 556 pp.; indexes. 
(Harvard Economic Studies, Vol. 20.) Harvard University Press, Cambridge, 1919. 
$2.50. 9x6 inches. 

Studies of present day migrations are being added one by one to the materials of the 
student of the humanities. The volume in hand represents a marked advance over its 
predecessors and contemporaries in at least three particulars. Instead of considering the 
immigration of a given national group into one country only, it adopts the standpoint of 
the migrating people, whose separate currents of movement over the world are chronicled 
as distributaries of one great stream; instead of being written by an apologist for or a 
historian of this or that nationality, it is the work of a student of social affairs whose breadth 
of approach gives it the stamp of catholicity; instead of being written from personal informa- 
tion combined with reference to a limited range of written sources, it is the product of 
prolonged and extensive study of voluminous and widely scattered documentary material, 
corroborated by some field work. 

The reader will not lay the book aside without regrets: he will wish that evidence collected 
from diverse and unequally authoritative sources might have been more nearly harmonized, 
or at least that he had been given a thread to follow through the maze of confusing and con- 
tradictory facts; he will feel that more intensive field work in Italy would have repaid the 



